Cultural Exchange

As India’s rapid development continues, greater
emphasis will need to be placed on the preservation
of its cultural heritage. Australia will be a key partner
in ensuring India’s considerable cultural assets are
effectively managed, writes AusHeritage Chairman

Vinod Daniel.

ndia is a cultural paradise, No visit

Is complete without a trip to the Tdj

Mahal or a tour of Rgjasthan, A dinner
af a restaurant is offen complemented
by some soothing Carnatic music from
the deep South or a sitar recital by
one of India’s maestros. This tangible
and intfangible cultural aurg, Intrinsic
in the food, sights, smells and sheer
vibrancy of India, Is what has made
the counfry special and fascinated
many internaticnal visitors.

The cultural industry

With the Indian economy booming
and the growing international interest
in India as o business destination, it
is important that the Indian culiural
industry confinues cs cn important
aspect of ‘Incredible India’. This
includes both the tfangible assets,
such as monuments and museum
collections, and the intangikle, such
as music, sfories and practices.

The culfural industry is one of
the major employers in India and
contributes significaritly to the nation’s
economy. With India making such rapid
progress in key new industry sectors such
as infermaticn fechnolecgy, a vibrant
cultural industry is important in nurfuring
creafivity. India’s current rapid pace of
development is producing bensfits for
many aspects of Indian life. However,
if not adequately managed, this could
constitute a threat to some aspects of
cultural heritage.

Australian collaboration
For over 15 years, Australian cultural
organisations have been working very

closely with India on cultural heritage
Initictives, especially under the umbrella
of AusHeritage (Australia’s international
network for cuitural heritage services).
The core AusHeritage organisation
represents 40 members comprising
universities, national and sfate collec-
ting instifutions, privafe architectural
firms, and private and government
conservation services. The network
represents  highly skilled specialists
in conservation practice. including:
building conservation, cultural tourism
and heritage promotion, education,
collections conservaticn, heritage
identification  for urban  planning

India’s cultural industry is one of its
major employers
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Vinod Daniel, Chairman, AusHeritag

“If not
adequately

e

managed, India’s

rapid pace of
development

could constitute
a threat to some

aspects of the

country’s cultural

heritage.”
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-. Culture and Heritage

Australian museums and galleries
regularly borrow Indian artefacts for
major exhibitions

AusHeritage experis are pictured
here with hetitage professionals from
rmuseums in India, during a capacity-
building inifiative that provided
Indian conservation professionals
with fraining in the development
of disaster-preparedness plans and
recovery technigues 1o minimise

purposes, specialised design for art
storage museums and Icboratories
associated with conserving moveable
heritage, exhibition development,
archaeology, historical research, and
conservation management,

AusHeritage has been instrumental
in  building people-to-people  links
between heritage practioners in ihe
two countries as well as developing
frameworks to assist in implementing
specific projects. AusHeritage signed
a Memorandum of Understanding
concerning cultural heritage collab-
oration with the [Indian Natfional Trust for
Art and Cultural Herlfage (INTACH) in
April 2007, iIn the presence of the then
Australian Minister for Foreign Affairs, the
Hon. Alexander Downer.

Mutual benefit

AusHeritage is becoming a major
force In presenting and sharing the skills
and achlevements gained in Australia
with other communities. Valuable
experience is also being brought back
for implementation in Australic,

damage to valuable collections affer
disasters (especially fire and floods).
The course included strategies for
pariicipants fo become frainers and
has led fo over 15 training workshops
for smacller regional museums In
different parts of India (faught by the
workshop participants),
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Many capacity-building workshops
have been conducted on collections
conservafion, disaster preparedness,
architectural conservation, site man-
agement and collections manage-
ment with many key Indian heritage
organisations, including the Archae-
ologlical Survey of Indio, INTACH and
most major museums and University
heritage programs. AusHeritage mem-
bers have dlsc provided technical
assistance in designing an international
gallery for the Prince of Wales Museum
in Indic, and have worked with
INTACH in developing a conservation
management plan.

AusHeritage is currently implementing
a copacity-building initiative for the
Norih-east Indian states. Ausiralian
Museums and Galleries dre regularly
borrowing Indian artefacts for major
exhibitions and plans are currently
underway for an Ausfralicn indigenous
exhikition fo travel o Delhl cnd Jaipur.
Following a request from Indian officials,
the Australian Museum in Sydney had
also repatriated 31 objects back to the
Government Museum in Chennai.

Over the past 12 years more
than 25 senior Australion heritage
practitioners  from over 20 magjor
Australian heritage organisations have
had close interaction with heritage
counterparts In India. This has included
both visits by Australian professionals
te India and Indian professionals to
Austraiia. The relalionships estabiished
and the appreciation of mutual needs
are currently being translated into a
number of broader projects including
the possible development of a heritage
centre in India, Implemeniation of
a culiural mapping program  and
continued assistance for a number of
key collecting insiitutions in India.

For further information
Emdil: Vinod.daniel@austmus.gov.au
Website: www.ausheritage.org.au




